COSMETIC

And in This Hand

EOPLE ALWAYS TOLD
Jill Mattek, 55, that she
looked a good decade

younger. After '111 the Vero
Beach, Fla., spa owner works
out regularly and uses Botox,

' sunscreen and Retin-A creams

' on her face. But Mattek didn’t

think her hands, with their
lumpy veins, matched the rest
of her body. “The hands were
the giveaway,” she says. So she
had vascular surgeon Asad R.
Shamma perform a laser treat-
ment to eliminate the lumps.
Having turned back the
clock on their faces, baby-
boomer women are now
tackling their hands. Plastic-
surgery associations don’t yet

| track exactly how many pa-

tients undergo these cosmetic
procedures, but Houston der-
matologist Marjory Nigro says,
“Five years ago, nobody would

ask you about hands. Now they

say, ‘Look at my veins. Look
at my brown spots’” Robert
Weiss, an associate professor
of dermatology at Johns Hop-

| kins, says he had treated the

ropy-looking veins of five to 10
patients annually as of two
years ago; this year he expects
to work on hundreds.
Shamma’s treatment—he
zaps bulges using a laser fiber
that lets deeper veins take
over—is the newest method.
Traditional procedures involve
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the injection of solutions or
fillers—or vein removal. They
all, however, can create a prob-
lem for doctors looking for an
IV spot. That didn't deter Patri-
cia Wharton, 54, who hated
her “blue, bulging veins” so
much that she paid $4,300 for
a treatment. “I would have paid
more,” she says. “You don’t
have to tell the doctors that.”
~KAREN SPRINGEN

TRANSITION

Cuttin’ Up
C-Span

EW YORK-BASED DJ

RX says he voted for

George W. Bush in
2000. But he couldn’t get be-
hind the invasion of Iraq: “It
was absurd we were going to
war in a region where oil was a
potential benefit”
So he de-
cided to
lampoon
Bush—with
Bush's own
words. RX (who
doesn’t reveal
his real name)
combed through
videotapes to
build the bogus

and layering their rearranged
words over remixed classics.
(Or mostly their words: at
times, RX will slice, say, the
P off “pass”)

RX’s “mash-ups” have now
been downloaded more than
2 million times. And though he
hasn't held a job in five years,
his DJ'ing cred might help
him cash in: he was recently
approached, he says, by an
L.A. creative agency that makes
movie trailers, a
New York ad agency
that wanted to dis-
cuss working
on a beer com-
mercial and a
“major” U.S.
music label.
RX’s new,
original single
“White Lines,”
in which Bush
gossips about

phrases he need- Kate Moss,
ed to have the #3: The DJ pokes at pols hits record
president “sing” stores later this

songs like U2’s antiwar anthem

“Sunday Bloody Sunday.”

He expanded his madecap raps
to other politicians, record-
ing their speeches on C-Span

month. Upcoming targets? “If
Condi Rice has any intention of
running for president,” RX says,
“she’ll find herselfa pop star.”
~BENJAMIN SUTHERLAND
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